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Life's 


Speaking today of the 
topic of Life’s Purpose, we may 
well consider the demonstra- 
tion of life as we know it this 
moment. We look around and 
about us and we see that all 
things in form—all these things 
of creation and of nature—are 
in a constant process of 
change. And so, by watching 
that demonstrable principle, 
we cannot help but in time to 
consider that life may flow 


The aura of form... 
is simply the vital body of 
the form itself... and 
expands or contracts, ever in 
Keeping with the attitude of 
mind of the invididual. 


more harmoniously for us, de- 
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Purpose 


by Richard P. Goodwin 


pendent upon our acceptance 
of the willingness to change, 
and to flow in harmony with 
all of life of which we are, in 
truth, an inseparable part. 

In this day and age here on 
earth there is much investiga- 
tion and scientific study into 
life, its purpose and its conti- 
uity. I am sure that most of 
you present are aware of the 
so-called Kirlian photography, 
where the scientists have been 
enabled to photograph what 
some call the aura of all forms. 
This so-called aura of form, be 
it a plant, animal or human, is 
simply the vital body of the 
form itself. We are all aware 
that at times we are filled with 
vitality or we have the op- 
posite feelings, the lack thereof. 


LIFE’S PURPOSE 


It has been scientifically 
demonstrated in our day and 
age that this energy field ex- 
pands or contracts, ever in 
keeping with the attitude of 
mind of the individual. 

So often in life we 
question the experiences that 
we encounter. We only ques- 
tion them from a level of con- 
sciousness that is not yet 
aware of the law that we es- 
tablish by our own mental 
body. This school here at 
Serenity teaches the various 
levels of consciousness; it 
teaches the nine bodies that 
our eternal soul is at presently 
inhabiting. Now we all seem to 
be aware of our physical body; 
that is only the grosser body 
of the other eight. Some of us 
are aware of our mental body, 
at least we are somewhat 
aware of our thoughts that 
emanate therefrom. We are 
also aware, some of us, of our 
astral body from the experi- 
ences that we have had in 
reference to what is called 
astral flight. All of us at some 
time are aware of our vital or 
energy body. Whenever we 
direct thought we create form. 
This Divine, Intelligent Energy 
is passing through constantly. 
When we leave this physical 
body, this Intelligent Energy 
continues to pass through and 
to permeate these other bodies 
which we are presently in- 


habiting. We have in this great 
evolutionary journey lived 
many, many experiences be- 
fore ever coming to this earth 


We have entered earth with 
untold centuries of evolution 
and experience. 


planet. Now for us to person- 
ally experience once again, we 
must awaken within our con- 
scious mind what is known as 
the memory par excellence. 
We did not enter earth as a 
new form. We have entered 
earth with untold centuries of 
evolution and _ experience. 


The moment that we accept 
the possibility of all things, 
then all things are 
demonstrated for us by us, 
for...to God... all things 
are possible. 


When we leave the physical 
bodies, regardless of what 
planet we are on, we must pass 
through these other remaining 
eight spheres and the nine 
planes of consciousness to 
each sphere. We do not have 
to wait for this day when we 
leave this physical body to be- 
come aware of these different 
spheres and planes; it is simply 
a matter of acceptance within 
our own mind. The moment 
that we accept the possibility 
of all things, then all things 
(continued page 5) 3 


In jealous anger, Raoul had been shot by his lover’s husband. 


A WANDERER 


in the 


SPIRIT LANDS 


by Franchezzo 


DAYS OF DARKNESS 


CHAPTER IV. —THE STORY OF RAOUL 


Continued from last issue 

‘‘When,” said the young 
man, whom J shall call Raoul, 
‘when I knew that I was 
truly dead and yet possessed 
the power to return to earth 
again, my first thought was to 
fly to her and console her if 
possible, or at least make her 
feel that the dead yet lived, 
and that even in death I 
thought of her. And how do 
you think I found her? Weep- 
ing for me? Sorrowing for 
him? No! not one atom. Only 
thinking of herself and wishing 
she had never seen us, or that 
she could blot us both out 
from her life by one coup-de- 
main, and begin life again 
with someone else higher in 
the social scale than either of 
us had been. The scales fell 
from my eyes, and I knew she 
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had never loved me _ one 
particle. But I was rich, I was 
of the noblesse, and through 
my help she had hoped to 
climb another rung of the 
social ladder, and had willingly 
sunk herself into an adulteress, 
not for love of me, but to gain 
the petty triumph of queening 
it over some rival woman. I 
was nothing but a poor blind 
fool, and my life had paid the 
penalty of my folly. To her I 
was but an unpleasant mem- 
ory of the bitter shame and 
scandal that had fallen upon 
her. Then I fled from earth in 
my bitterness, anywhere, I 
cared not where it was. I said 
I would believe no more in 
goodness or truth of any kind 
and my wild thoughts and 
desires drew me down to this 
dark spot and these degraded 
(continued page 30) 


LIFE’S PURPOSE 


continued from page 3 

are demonstrated for us by us, 
for we all, I am sure, will agree 
that to God, the Divine In- 
telligence, all things are possi- 
ble. It is the awakening with- 
in ourself of this God-con- 
sciousness by the daily and 
constant effort of broadening 
our own horizons. We look at 
nature and we see the constant 
process of change, without 
which, evolution would not be 
possible. When we, through 
our own identity, identify 
with a thought and _ believe 
that we are the thought with 
which we have identified, then 
we become that thought, that 
form. We become it by con- 
sclously directing energy to it. 
We have all had the experi- 
ences and the difficulties of 
trying to remove a certain 
thought that seems to plague 
our mind. The reason that it is 
difficult to remove a thought 
from our mind is because by 
directing energy to it, the 
thought form has, at that 
moment become greater than 
ourselves. It is only atemporary 
thing. It is through an error of 
our own ignorance that we 
have narrowed our horizon 
and have over-identified with a 
created thought form. These 
experiences in evolution are 
necessary for us. They are 
necessary because we alone in 
our evolutionary path have 


chosen them to be so. 

In this materialistic age 
that is in a process of chang- 
ing, there are many, many 
things that seem to amaze the 
human mind. You hear about 
the possibility of science creat- 
ing life. Science and no mind 
will create life, they will 
simply be the _ instruments 
through which these positive 
and negative poles of nature 
may be brought together in a 
laboratory, and that is as far 
as the mental world can bring 
life. But there is an Intelligent 
Energy that must enter that 
form and if that Intelligent 
Energy does not enter that 
form, then there is not life as 
we presently know life. This 
life principle, this Intelligent 
Energy, is everywhere present; 
it is never absent or away. 

So often in communication 
with these other dimensions 
that are here with us every 
moment, there are times when 
the Spirit will reveal the birth 
of a child, ofttimes years be- 
fore it takes place. We must 
ask ourself this question, well, 
how is that possible? How is it 
possible to know, beyond a 
shadow of any doubt, events 
that are yet to take place? 
Because you see, my friends, 
time and space is an illusion 
created by our own mind. We 
can go beyond all illusions, 
therefore, it is possible for us 
(continued page 7) 5 


PB, 


“T would like to thank you for 
the message you brought to 
me—and for opening my mind 
to everything. I will return, 
and thank you. CH, 


* Kk OK KOK 


“The beliefs of Serenity and 
my own beliefs coincide per- 
fectly. I was quite impressed 
and enjoyed my visit.”’ R.J. 


* OK KOK 


“The feelings this week were 
as always beautiful. The choir 
was just lovely—it felt superb! 
Learned a lot by listening!”’— 
C.D. 


KOK KOR 


“T felt very uplifted through- 
out the service.” J. H. 


* OK KK & 


“I found my initial meeting 
most interesting and I intend 
to continue attending services. 
S.R.Y. 
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“T think its very beautiful.’’— 
N.B. 


* OK KK *K 


“It was very rewarding. I en- 
joyed it very much.’’— T. 


* KOR K OK 


“Very glad that I came. Thank 
you.” 


KOK RK OK 


“IT greatly enjoyed today’s 
meeting and I hope to return 
again.”’ M.C.H. 


eR KKK 


“T’m glad it’s happening.” 


* OK OK KOK 


“It was a very elevating 
experience.”’ N.T.P. 


* KK KK 


“Tt was good, well planned. 
I liked it” S.L. 


LIFE’S PURPOSE 


continued from page 5 
to go beyond the illusion of 
time and space. But as long as 
we insist upon holding onto 
thoughts and attitudes of yes- 
teryear that are no longer 
serving a beneficial and use- 
ful purpose in our life, then 
we cannot broaden our accep- 
tance and horizons, and we 
cannot experience that which 
is waiting for us to experience. 
These energy fields that 
are everywhere are either in 
harmony with other forms in 
energy fields, or they are in 
discord. 


The reason that it is difficult 
to remove a thought from our 
mind is because by directing 
energy to it, the thought 
form has, at that moment, 
become greater than ourselves. 


One moves harmoniously for- 
ward on the stream of con- 
sciousness through the Divine 
Will known as acceptance. The 
moment that we accept, we no 
longer become or are the ob- 
struction in our own path. It is 
known by other philosophies 
as standing in one’s own light. 
Let us think and let us con- 
sider that we are, in truth, an 
all-encompassing Intelligence 
that is presently seemingly 
limited by the form through 
which the Intelligence is flow- 
ing. 


In this day they speak of 
plants, that they have feelings, 
that they have _ therefore 
thoughts, for you cannot have 
a feeling no matter what the 
form without a mental body 
to register and experience 
what is called thought. For 
many years this philosophy, 
The Living Light, has taught 
that this Intelligence is merely 
limited by the form through 
which it is expressing. If man 
within his own being makes 
the effort to go beyond the 
judgments of the human mind, 
to accept the possibility, the 


It is through an error of our 
own ignorance that we have 
... over-identified with a 
created thought form. 


possibility of experiencing the 
allness and the goodness that 
life has to offer, then man in- 
deed will understand, for he 
will indeed communicate. He 
will communicate with all of 
life, not on the levels of con- 
sciousness of communication 
that he dictates that communi- 
cation must be made, but ina 
level of total acceptance. 
Therefore, the demonstra- 
tion in this scientific so-called 
age is that plants indeed have 
thoughts, indeed have feelings, 
indeed have personality, and 
respond and react to the 
thoughts and feelings of the 
(continued page 9) 7 


There are as many “spiritual suns’’ as there are spheres inhabited. 


Views 


Oa 


of 
eavenly 


Ome 


by Andrew Jackson Davis 


CONCERNING THE SOLAR AND ASTRAL CENTRES 


Continued from last issue— 

The great focal positive 
power or sun of the mental 
possessions of the adjoining 
Summerland, is, therefore, the 
Lord whose Love _ and 
Wisdom will flow into and 
nourish your love and your 
wisdom, and who will enfold 
you and strengthen you, and 
who will fill you with light 
and liberty and happiness, if 
you will but enter that 
superior condition which puts 
you into closest sympathetic 
relationship therewith. 

A luminiferous ether 
floods infinite space. It is 
within and without all things. 
Shall we call this pure life- 
ether the ‘‘wine of God?” It 
fills all things; it is. the fire of 
suns; the force of stars; the 
purifying presence in all 
mineral structures; the links in 
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the life of plants; the power 
which circulates the blood in 
animals; the bridge by which 
man materially is connected 
to man spiritually — what 
name, I ask you, shall we 
give this shining, fiery, purify- 
ing, conjugating essence of the 
Univercoelum? Among the 
stars it is an astral-emanation; 
among the suns it is a solar- 
emanation; over each Summer- 
land it is the absolute ‘‘Lord 
of Heaven;”? in each human 
heart it is inseparable from 
affection and in each head it is 
allied to intelligence —what 
shall we call it? Until a better 
term is given, we will name 
this Omnipresent luminiferous 
ether, the spirit of God. 

Scientists have interrogat- 
ed the imponderables of space. 
The gases, until recently, have 
been called the imponderables. 
(continued page 26) 


LIFE’S PURPOSE 


(continued from page 7) 

human mind. Now, my good 
friends, the plant, having those 
feelings and experiences is 
certainly no different than the 


There is no difference to 

a hurt feeling that a plant 
experiences than a hurt 
feeling that a human 
experiences except the 

human, through its evolution 
has much, much more 
complexity. 


animal. Supposedly the animal 
is of a higher evolved form and 
in the animal kingdom, man, 
the human, is of yea even a 
higher evolved form. I tell you 
in truth the only difference is 
in the refinement and com- 
plexities through refinement 
of the form itself. There is no 
difference to a hurt feeling 
that a plant experiences than a 
hurt feeling that a human 
experiences except the human, 
through its evolution § has 
much, much more complexity. 

We have earned or merited 
the experiences that are here 
before us here on this the 
earth realm and so has all 
other forms. However, by 
having merited forms that are 
more evolved in the sense of 
their complexities and their 
abilities, man has_ responsi- 
bility over all creation. That is 
indeed a heavy responsibility 


until such time as we accept 
the inseparability of truth. 
There is only the error of 
ignorance that separates us 
from the goodness of all life. 

When we leave this 
physical body our mental 
body takes us onward, evolv- 
ing to astral realms and finally 
into what man calls spiritual 
realms. We come from what is 
known as an All-Soul, an 
Infinite, Intelligent Conscious- 
ness, we come from it, not in 


... man has responsibility 
over all creation. 


distance, nor in time, we come 
from it in our own acceptance 
of life itself. We are as far 


Whenever we permit our 
minds to entertain the need of 
anything, we set into 
motion the law of denial. 


from heaven as our denials and 
rejections have made it so; we 
are as close to God, the good- 
ness, the abundance and the 
fullness of life as our own 
acceptance will permit us to 
be. Man has landed on the 
moon, but he could have 
landed there untold centuries 
ago. But the acceptance of 
that possibility had not yet 
fully registered in the human 
mind. Whenever we _ permit 
our minds to entertain the 
(continued page 13) 9 


O Eternal Spirit, we come 
into Thy Presence with joyful 
hearts and sound minds. In 
gratitude we recognize Thee as 
the source of ail good, and ac- 
cept that all our suffering is 
but our vain attempt to hold 
to that which is passing. Guide 


“)nvacation 


us in Thy Greater Way as we 
put our faith in Thee. Cool 
our minds and warm our 
hearts that the worker and the 
work may be the _ channel 
through which Thou art 
amplified. 


Nearing 


If this were the last day of 
your life how would you 
spend it? Would you run head- 
long into the day to touch 
each thing that has had mean- 
ing to you—to savor every 
precious moment knowing 
that it would never come 
again? Would you rush to do 
all of the things you have 
longed to do and yet for 
which you have never found 
the time? Would you pause to 
reflect and give thanks to God 
for all of the good that has 
been yours to enjoy? 

If this were the first day of 
your life how would you 
spend it? Would you move 


with great caution knowing 
that as a great river all the 
days that are to follow and 
what they hold for you shall 
be in keeping with what you 
do now? Would you choose 
wisely the thoughts and acts 
which you initiate knowing 
that they shall be your initi- 
ation? Would you use every 
faculty at your command to 
walk carefuily and avoid the 
pitfalls that could dim the 
rainbow before you? Would 
you pause to think and accept 
the inspiration of The Divine 
to make your every effort a 
dedication toward the greater 
goal? 


Menediction 


May your best ever and 
always be for God, and your 
life become a living prayer to 
the Eternal. May you know 
the blessing of silence and the 
10 


wisdom of patience; the full- 
ness of understanding and the 
joy of all life in this the 
eternal moment of your ac- 
ceptance. Amen. 


‘Today’s View of Past Frontiers 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


Article taken from CENTENNIAL BOOK OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM IN AMERICA 


Speaking of special events 
in the history of Spiritualism 
we find in many instances that 
they could be used as an in- 
teresting background for 
fiction. 

The interesting phenomena 
that surrounded the Fox home 
in Hydesville, N.Y., attracted 
country wide attention and 
from this a new dispensation 
was born. Certain individuals 
endeavored to share with the 
world this wonderful work as 
old as time yet new in its 
modern application. The first 
meeting in Corinthian Hall, 
Rochester, N.Y., was fraught 
with adventure, there was 
opposition to it from both 
religious and scientific sources, 
which called for a lot of cour- 
age on the part of Mr. E. W. 
Capron, Mrs. Fox and _ her 
daughter Katherine. However, 
from this meeting many circles 
were formed and new phases 
of mediumship were developed 
such as a Mrs. Tamblin 
developed, playing upon musi- 


by Dr. B. F. Clark 


cal instruments without con- 
tact, and Mrs. _ Benedict 
developed trance speaking and 
clairvoyance. 

In New York interest 
developed to the point that in 
1851 a conference was held 
there. Rev. S. B. Brittain fol- 
lowing his conviction, wrote 
convincingly regarding this 
new Movement and became an 
outstanding platform speaker 
and writer. A weekly journal 
was started through the 
generosity of a Charles 
Partridge with Rev. Brittain 
as editor and many able 
writers contributed to_ its 
columns. 

In 1851 a circle, headed 
by Judge Edmonds, was form- 
ed. This brought him a flood 
of abuse and finally forced his 
resignation from the bench in 
New York. He had been con- 
vinced through the medium- 
ship of his daughter Laura, 
and among the sitters in the 
class was a Dr. G. T. Dexter 
who was at first bitterly 
(continued page 42) fil 


EWS 
and 


VIEWS 


To echo what has gone 
before seldom stirs those who 
witness it. But then there are 
moments when we see or hear 
something that touches a 
chord deep within, and it 
seems at that moment that the 
whole is more than the sum of 
the parts. Where does that 
“spark” of creativity come 
from that separates art from 
science and makes a perfor- 
mance, a written page or a 
canvas “‘come alive?”’ 

Jazz musician Charles 
Mingus says, ‘‘Love of some- 
thing sparks creativity ... 
when I first heard Charlie 
Parker. I was a studio musician 
then, but hearing Bird changed 
my life. Charlie Parker was the 
essence of creativity. Bird 
wasn’t just playing, he was 
composing as he played. And 
where did it come from? 

“Creativity is more than 
just being different. Being dif- 
ferent isn’t necessarily being 
original. Anybody can play 
weird; that’s easy. What’s hard 
is to be as simple as Bach. 
What you have to do is know 
where you’re coming from, be 


able to do what’s gone before, 
12 


by Duncan Robertson* 


but go on from there in your 
own way. 

“My son’s a painter. All 
through school his teachers 
tell him he’s a genius. I tell | 
him to paint me an apple that 
looks like an apple before he 
paints me one that doesn’t. Go 
where you go, but start from 
somewhere recognizable. 
Making the simple compli- 
cated is commonplace; making 
the complicated simple, awe- 
somely simple, that’s creativ- 
ity. Some people limit them- 
selves by learning and not 
going on from there . 
Some people limit themselves 
by turning up their noses at 
what went before. 

“Creation itself is a di- 
mension, you see. The word 
creation is like the earth, the 
volcanoes, the mother who has 
her labor pains . . . all the 
emotions in the ocean, the 
turmoil. Creation is there. It 
isn’t where the water’s clear. 
Creation means you are in the 
labor pains of something, in 
the great activity. Every little 
piece or every big piece that I 
make becomes a very living 
thing to me, very living. I 
could make a million pieces; 
the next piece gives me a 
whole new thing. It’s a new 
center; life is total at that 
particular. time. And that’s 
why its right. That reaffirms 
my life.” 


LIFE’S PURPOSE 


continued from page 9 

need of anything, we set into 
motion the law of denial, for 
we have limited our minds to 
view, and by that viewing, to 
dictate that there are things 


We are as far from heaven as 
our denials and rejections 
have made it so; we are as 

close to God, the goodness, 

abundance and the fullness 
of life as our own acceptance 
will permit us to be. 


that we desire that we have 
not. We have made that de- 
cision. We have made that 
judgment. We have not only 
done that, but we have de- 
cided in mental realms that 
certain steps are necessary, 
that certain laws must be ful- 
filled in order for us to experi- 
ence what we choose to desire. 
The Divine, Infinite Intelli- 
gence does not do that. It 
simply sustains whatever judg- 
ment that we choose to make. 

Many philosophies teach 
the way of positive thought, 
but, my good students, we 
must go beyond positive 
thought. We must go to the 
source, that which sustains not 
only positive, but negative 
thoughts. Let us go beyond 
these mental images and 
thoughts that we permit our 
mind to create. Let us go to 
that light that is available to us 


this very moment. There we 
can view that great panorama 
of creation. Not only in a 
physical realm, nor a mental, 
but in universal realms that are 
here, that are, in truth, within. 


You cannot experience 
what is not accepted. 


I know that most all of you 
are aware that man is the 
microcosm of the macrocosm, 
but his mind does not relate 
to what that truly means. You 
are not only the sun and the 
moon and the earth, but the 
universes, not the limited 
universe that surrounds this 
earthly planet. All places you 


... irritation wakes the soul 
and satisfaction lets it sleep. 


have been, for all places you 
are, all places you will be. It is 
dependent upon your own ac- 
ceptance. You cannot experi- 
ence what is not accepted. 
And so, my good friends, to 
be dissatisfied can serve a very 
good purpose, for it can be 
and usually is, instrumental in 
us making the effort to change 
in our own mind. This philoso- 
phy teaches that irritation 
wakes the soul and satisfaction 
lets it sleep. So when we find 
ourself irritated we also find 
changes taking place within our 
own mind. Those changes, all 
(continued page 24) 13 


Ahrinziman marries Chief's daughter and is named to succeed Chief. 


She Strange = 


by Anita Silvani 


Continued from last issue— 

This wife who was thus be- 
stowed unexpectedly upon me 
and whose name was Dilferib 
was comely, but scarely as 
beautiful as I had thought 
from the stray glimpses per- 
mitted to me when she had 
partly unveiled her face, and 
her beauty, such as, it was, 
was but the beauty whose 
charm is of youth. Her bold 
black eyes, her slim and cy- 
press waist, her pink cheeks 
and long black hair, were dis- 
tinctly charms of Earth and 
not of Heaven. She was a for- 
ward girl, and soon developed 
into a coarse woman. Her 
mind was dull; her intellect 
limited; her instincts petty and 
selfish; while her temper was 
decidedly waspish. Her strong- 
est characteristics were a love 
of dress and gossip. Her senti- 
ment for me had been a pass- 
ing fancy for a handsome 
youth different from those 
around her, and she soon 
wearied of me, as I did of her. 
She was utterly incapable of 
entering into any of my flights 
14 


AWRINZIMAN 


of fancy, or understanding the 
poetic glamour I sought to 
throw around my ideal of true 
love. She cared for me only so 
long as I fed her vanity with 
words of flattery, and her love 
of finery with handsome 
clothes. Very soon I wearied 
of her vulgar blandishments, 
while her want of refinement 
jarred upon me at every tum, 
and her charms palled upon 
my fastidious taste. 

Then, too, I grew tired of 
the paltry distinction of being 
a leader of a petty mountain 
tribe of ignoble marauders, 
thievers of other men’s goods. 
The constant intriguing of 
Hadji filled me with anger and 
contempt, and when my wife 
proceeded to say that she 
questioned whether, after all, 
Hadji were not the better man 
of the two, and that she feared 
she had made a mistake in 
selecting me, I resolved to give 
her an early opportunity of 
trying him as my successor. 

The Hills around me seem- 
ed to shut me in and stifle me, 
and I longed to go forth into 
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the wide world once more and 
measure myself with other 
men, even with the great ones 
of the Earth, that I might find 
where my true position was 
amidst the bustle of an active 
life, larger and broader in its 
interests than any I had yet 
known. 

I question whether at this 
time the sovereignty of the 
whole Earth would have satis- 
fied the cravings of that bound- 
less ambition which was awake 
within me, and I knew the 
limits of the known Universe 
would not have been wide 
enough to limit my incessant 
thirst for greater knowledge of 
every kind, especially for a 
knowledge of that unseen 
world of which I had beheld 
such wondrous glimpses, and 
whose mysteries I longed the 
more intensely each day to 
explore. 

For two years I lived 
amongst these mountain 
robbers, and during that time 
no signs of pursuit had reach- 
ed me, so that from the Priests 
of Amurath I now felt com- 
paratively safe. My beard had 
grown full and thick, and with 


my change of dress so altered 
my appearance that I scarcely 
feared recognition. 

I therefore resolved to 
take the first chance of leaving 
my present life, feeling very 
certain that my wife would 
soon console herself for my 
disappearance by wedding the 
artful Hadji, whom I wished 
all joy of his acquisition! 

My opportunity soon 
came. We were sent to inter- 
cept a rich convoy of mer- 
chandise, sent from Bokhara 
to Teheran, to the King. We 
did not, however, win the easy 
victory we expected, for the 
King had armed his servants 
well, and sent, moreover, some 
soldiers to protect his goods, 
so that after a sharp fight 
some of our band were killed 
and the rest took refuge in 
rapid flight, myself being one 
of the first to quit the field as 
soon as the melee had fairly 
begun. 

Once free from the hilly 
ground I gave my horse free 
rein, and was soon galloping 
swiftly across the wide sandy 
plain. 


CHAPTER VI — THE TWO WAYS 


Soon after midnight a 
silvery crescent moon rose in 
the sky, and by its light and 


that of the silver stars I rode 
on, till moon and stars began 
to pale and the grey dawn of 
(continued page 17) TS 
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REFERER ON 


dversities in life are attach- 
ments waiting to be re- 
cognized. 


Cr is sound, and sound 
is color. There is no dif- 
ference between the _ two. 
They are all vibrations. 


DB aoa are the step- 
ping stones to doubt. 


ivine Will is total accep- 

tance in consciousness, 
respecting and accepting the 
infinite divine right of God to 
express through all forms of 
creation. 


aith is unquestioning be- 
hef. 


WS wea is the revelation of 
faith in the judgment of 
the human ego. 
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Ge ’s promise is the path 
of acceptance. 


ope is the window in the 

house of happiness 
through which shines the light 
of faith. 


F peerage’ is a judgment 
and a denial of the 
eternal right of God’s expres- 
sion. 


Bes is a graduation in a 
particular sphere. It is a 
state of consciousness. There 
are nine spheres and nine 
planes to each sphere. 


olar plexus is the part of 

the anatomy which is the 
center, the nuclei, the sun or 
the solar of our universe. It is 
also the psychic seat or 
psychic center. It is where all 
the nerves of the body — all 
transmissions — are centered. 
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continued from page 15 
another day appeared. 

All around me as far as 
the eye could reach there lay 
nothing but this wild wilder- 
ness of sand, rolling in un- 
dulating billows like waves 
upon the sea, while in the dim 
distance the Hills which I had 
left far behind lay like faint 
blue specks on the horizon. 

I rode onward for some 
time, till as the scorching rays 
of the rapidly rising sun 
rendered further progress al- 
most impossible, I drew near 
to a small clump of date trees, 
beneath whose scanty shade 
my horse and I lay down to- 
gether to rest. 

When I awoke the sun had 
already set, and the grey 
shadows of approaching night 
were gathering fast over the 
desert, for so far South was I 
there was but little twilight. 

To me the evening hour 
has always been a time when a 
sense of mystery and awe 
steals over the Soul, and fills 
it with the subtle suggestion 
of strange and unknown 
things, whose shapeless forms, 
hovering in the air, unseen yet 
not unfelt, are akin and yet 
different to ourselves. 

As I led my horse from 
beneath the trees I beheld be- 
fore me two paths, stretching 
across the desert, where path 
there was none: the one 


bright and shining as though 
paved with snow-white stones 
led to the Westward, as though 
to follow the track of the 
setting sun. The other path 
stretched towards the South, 
and its outline was dim, misty, 
and dark. 

At the parting of the ways 
stood two figures, like unto 
Angels with wings: the Spirits 
of the Light and Dark Spheres. 

The one who stood upon 
the shining path was like a 
fair young man, his robes 
white and sparkling as with 
silver stars. All was fair and 
open to behold. The way 
seemed easy, and it led to 
lands of glorious silver light on 
the far horizon. 

The other Spirit was dim, 
indistinct, and shrouded with 
a sombre veil. His face was 
half averted, and with one 
hand he drew his mantle over 
it, while with the other he 
beckoned to me. This figure 
seemed to express to me, 
Power, Majesty, the successful 
pursuit of forbidden know- 
ledge, the satisfaction of am- 
bition, the glowing passion of 
gratified desires. His shadowy 
half averted face drew me to 
him with an intense longing 
to rush forward and uncover 
that shrouded countenance, 
that I might gaze upon the 
mysteries, be they beautiful or 
horrible, blessed or accursed, 
(continued page 19) 17 


Knowledge has no slavery in it; opinion has no liberty. 


THE 


PENETRALIA 


BEING HARMONIAL ANSWERS TO IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 


Continued from last issue — 


by Andrew Jackson Davis 


QUESTIONS ON THE DESPOTISM OF OPINION 


Can you give evidence to 
strenghten this assertion? 

Yes; church-theology, for 
example, is believed by persons 
who are in general quite 
ignorant of the extents of 
Nature; its laws, its func- 
tions, its relations, its harmo- 
nies, are never perceived by 
the believer in a dismal theo- 
logy. But the sectarian mind, 
“never taught to stray, far as 
the solar walk,’’ studies geo- 
graphy perhaps, and sees this 
globe as the centre, the sun 
and moon and stars all as so 
many attendent supernumera- 
ries, and special providences 
as a human necessity to 
salvation. Our earth the 
centre of creation! astationery 
orb, the largest, most impor- 
tant, about whose impertur- 
bable majesty the entire 
heavens revolve! And _ the 
earth’s inhabitants, the chief 
of all Deific concern. 
18 


Have we not outgrown 
this contracted idea? 

Yes; thank God! thesoaring 
soul of Science has overswept 
the limitations of Ignorance 
—the prolific source of old 
theology—and man’s slowly 
but surely developing Know- 
ledge has repressed the tides 
of the dead seas of error, 
and set bounds to the despo- 
tism of opinion. 

Where did the world get 
the idea that this globe was 
the centre of the universe? 

The world received it from 
the oriental tribes. Genesis 
teaches the paramount po- 
sition, size, and importance 
on this earth; the Sun, the 
Moon, the myriad Stars, these 
are subordinate and_ subser- 
vient. But the ‘‘Milky Way” 
was long since churned up 
by Astronomy, and divided 
into vast constellated groups, 
the magnitude of some of 
(continued page 40) 
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which he thus hid from me. 
And as I involuntarily took a 
step forward towards him my 
choice seemed made — the 
figures vanished, and to the 
South I resolved that I would 
go. 

It was as though the good 
and evil influences of my life 
had contended with each 
other for dominion over my 


Soul, and for the time the Evil 
had won. Many times as I rode 
Southward was I tempted to 
turn back, but as often did I 
put the thought away from me 
and ride on. For good or for 
ill I was fated to taste of that 
knowledge whose mysteries 
the Angel of Darkness had half 
revealed and half hidden from 
my sight. 


CHAPTER VII 


JELAL-UD-DIN THE SORCERER 


For four nights I rode on, 
resting always during the heat 
of the day, and on the mom- 
ing of the fifth day I beheld 
the towers and walls of a large 
city rising in the far distance. I 
was so overjoyed at this that I 
spread out my arms and bow- 
ed low upon my horse’s neck 
in a salutation of welcome to 
it, and hurrying on my 
wearied steed I was able to 
reach it ere mid-day. 

I had never been in a city 
before; I had seen nothing 
larger than a mountain village; 
for although in my journey to 
the Temple of Amurath from 
the Caucasian mountains I had 
passed near the royal city of 
Teheran, the Priests in whose 
charge I travelled had not per- 
mitted me to enter the walls. 


As soon, therefore, as I 
had enjoyed a short rest and 
attended to the welfare of my 
horse I sallied forth to explore 
the wonders of the place, and 
after wandering for some 
hours through the narrow 
streets I found myself at sun- 
set on the outskirts of the 
city, and in front of the 
Temple, which stood upon a 
slight eminence and was ap- 
proached by a long flight of 
handsome steps. I ascended 
these that I might gain a last 
glimpse of the sinking sun, 
but I did not venture to enter 
the doors, fearing lest I might 
be recognised, and also be- 
cause I had an uneasy half 
belief that were I, an apostate 
who had laid violent hands 
upon an annointed servant of 
(continued page 21) 19 


Why a medium is needed for a spirit to contact his earth friends. 


A Guide to Mediumship 


and psychical unfoldment 


E. W. & M. H. Wallis 


CHAPTER III. 


HOW ‘CONDITIONS’ AFFECT RESULTS. 


Continued from last issue— 
It is often a source of per- 
plexity and pain to the spirit 
who has just left the body 
that, although he speaks to 
those who are mourning be- 
cause of his ‘death’ they do 
not hear; though he touches 
them, they do not respond; 
though he would convey to 
them the truth that he is 
‘living,’ they only weep and 
grieve, and he is compelled 
to turn sadly away as the 
conviction is forced upon him 
that a barrier which he cannot 
overcome intervenes between 
them. But although direct 
communication could not be 
established, they may feel 
strangely comforted as the 
effect of this influence, and 
leave his mortal form with the 
thought ‘he is not there, he 
is relieved from pain,’ or 
the more familiar one, ‘he is 
better off’! 

Inquirers sometimes ask, 
20 


‘Why must my dearest and 
most intimate friend approach 
me through the mediumship 
of a stranger, instead of coming 
directly to me? Suppose that 
friend does endeavor to reach 
the inquirer, but is unable to 
impress him: suppose the 
spirit tries to ‘suggest’ tele- 
pathically to his friend that 
he is near to him, and fails; 
what can he do but seek out 
some one through whom he is 
able to manifest because he is 
more psychically ‘open’ and 
responsive, or else leave him 
altogether without evidence? 
‘The medium,’ says Mr. W. J. 
Colville, ‘is par excellence a 
sensitive individual, whose 
sensitiveness makes him aware 
of presences undetectable by 
those of less highly strung 
organization. Your friend 
comes to you, but if you 
cannot discern his presence, 
and one more sensitive than 
yourself is able to do so, it 
(continued page 28) 
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the Gods, to venture within 
the sacred precincts, some 
terrible vengeance of the of- 
fended Deity would be visisted 
upon me. I therefore hurried 
down the steps again without 
delaying to take more than 
one look at the sun, and was 
crossing the open ground with 
head bent down when the 
shadow of a man fell across 
the path before me, and a 
voice saluted me in very good 
Pehlvi but with the accent of a 
stranger. 

Somewhat startled, I look- 
ed up, and beheld a man of 
about forty who was utterly 
unknown to me, and whose 
countenance repelled even 
while it attracted me. He was 
dressed in a robe of very dark 
silk, bordered with red and 
yellow stripes. On his head he 
wore a close fitting white cap, 
with long lappets hanging to 
the shoulders stripped with 
narrow bands of black; a 
narrow band of black passed 
round the head, and on the 
top there was a_ crescent 
shaped ornament of gold, with 
a spike rising from the middle, 
and having a curious resem- 
blance to three horns. In his 
hand he carried a long black 
wand, tipped with gold. His 


complexion was almost black, 
and his large brilliant black 
eyes seemed to glow with a 
sombre fire that had no soft- 
ness in their depths. His lips 
were full, his features high and 
of the Assyrian type, while a 
long straight black beard 
covered and _ concealed his 
cheeks and chin. As I regarded 
him with some surprise and 
uneasiness he spoke again, 
saying: 

“Nay, start not, nor 
question whether I mean harm 
to thee. I come rather to be- 
friend, and to offer thee a 
home in this strange city, if 
thou dost care to listen to a 
proposal I would make for thy 
benefit and mine own. Marvel 
not that I sought thee out, for, 
behold! I can read thy future, 
even as I have read in part thy 
past. The Book of Destiny is 
an open page before mine 
eyes, and in it I perceive that 
thou shalt some day sit upon 
an Emperor’s throne, even as 
thou wearest now an 
Emperor‘s chain around thy 
neck—yea, do I also see that 
two of its links are missing, 
skillfully as thou hast joined 
them again. The broken chain 
is, methinks, an ill omen of 
thy success, but I cannot be- 
hold thine end as yet.” 


(continued next issue) 
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A discussion of agencies by which spiritual communication occurs. 


Biscourses 


from 


The Spirit World 


Dictated by Stephen Olin through Rey. R. P. Wilson, 1853 


Continued from last issue- 

Look out from your 
position on earth, on some 
beautiful evening, in the 
direction of the  sidereal 
heavens, and you will demon- 
strate to your sense of per- 
ception that there is a con- 
nection of things far as human 
vision can penetrate; and were 
man’s interior powers of sight 
fully unfolded, the same all- 
pervading substance would be 
discovered. For it is substance 
that greets your eye. This sub- 
stance, unattenuated, is Light, 
which not only surrounds the 
shining orbs, but as an all-per- 
vading atmosphere _inter- 
penetrates all space from 
sphere to sphere, from system 
to system, and from universe 
to universe. Light is an 
electrical emanation produced 
by the action of the sun’s rays 
upon the all-pervading electri- 
city of the universe. The 
element of electricity, by its 
constant motion, becomes re- 
fined and passes away from 
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the different earths, constitut- 
ing an all-pervading atmos- 
phere known on earth by the 
name of magnetism, but in the 
superior spheres by the name 
of the Thea, or Panthea princi- 
ple. Again, the Panthea princi- 
ple, by its constant activity, 
eliminates a still more refined 
or spirit principle, which is 
omni-prevalent throughout the 
universe. 

An inquiry may arise here, 
What is the source of electri- 
city which is continually pass- 
ing away from the _ earth- 
sphere and losing itself in the 
vast expanse of immensity? 
The answer to this question is, 
that the mineral and central 
portions of the _ different 
planets or earths constitute 
the different sources. It will be 
evident to the reflecting mind, 
that at some future time these 
elements of supply will be ex- 
hausted in the different 
planets. This is true: yet a 
vast eternity, so to speak, will 
elapse ere this will occur. 


DISCOURSES FROM THE SPIRIT-WORLD 


When it does take place, it will 
be in the divinely-ordered 
course of progression. But 
when all extemal planetary 
forms shall pass away, nothing 
will be lost; the vast residuum 
will be refined and reconstruct- 
ed upon a still higher plane of 
formation. 

The philosophic mind will 
again inquire, “If light is an 
electrical emanation caused by 
an elimination of the sun’s 
rays, will not the sun itself 
also exhaust its productive 
power in projecting its rays?”’ 
Yes, this great magnetic center 
of attractive influence and dif- 
fusive power, after it has ac- 
complished its purpose as the 
central Heart of the solar 
system, will cease to pulsate 
and project its life-giving 
beams—but not until those 
beams are not more needed by 
the planetary system. Light, I 
have already remarked, is an 
electrical emanation; it is 
produced by the sun’s rays 
coming in contact with the 
electrical atmosphere, or, in 
other words, it is the union of 
magnetic and electrical 
particles uniting with such 
great rapidity that by the 
friction produced light is 
evolved. 


oe 


Thus it will be perceived 
that there are three universally 
diffused elements permeating 
all substances and interpene- 
trating all space—Electricity, 
Magnetism, and the _ Spirit 
Principle. The connection of 
these all-surrounding atmos- 
pheres with the subject of 
spiritual intercourse will 
appear in the sequel. Before 
we proceed, however, to a 
further elucidation of the 
principle theme of this dis- 
course, it may be well to re- 
mark briefly on several in- 
cidental circumstances con- 
nected with this subject. It is a 
universally acknowledged 
truth, that every natural want 
has its corresponding supply. 
This law is applicable to every 
faculty of man’s nature. Now 
man’s spiritual nature consti- 
tues the highest department of 
his being; and it is reasonable 
to suppose, that, as man’s 
physical nature has its appro- 
priate gratifications, so also 
has his spiritual. Again, as the 
intellectual faculties have their 
wants duly supplied in the 
sphere of scientific truths, so 
also the spiritual faculties are 
adapted to, and are supplied 
by, the sphere of spiritual 
truths and principles. 
(continued next issue) 
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LIFE’S PURPOSE 


continued from page 13 

changes, serve a good purpose. 
Now we call the day light 

and we call the night dark, but 

I tell you, my friends, on these 

poles of opposite in so-called 

creation, it’s all a matter of 


... man is the cause and 
the cure of all of his 
experiences. 


degree. The night is the lesser 
light and the day the brighter. 
And so we find ourselves in all 
types of thoughts and we say 
that this thought is good and 
we say that this thought is 
bad, but in order to have that 
experience, we must be in a 
mental realm, for it is in a 


God cannot move through 
man to help him sustain 
a way to greater goodness 
unless man first accepts 
that possibility. 


mental realm that you have 
the duality of creation; you 
have the peace and the war, 
the so-called goodness and the 
so-called bad. This philosophy 
is based upon the demonstra- 
ble principle that acceptance is 
the will of God. There is no 
need to experience lack when 
plenty surrounds us, there is 
no need to be poor, for in so 
dictating that need, do we 
deny the goodness of God. We 
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have the right, the eternal 
Divine right, to choose the 
abundant good or to deny it. 
There are no circumstances or 
forces outside of ourself that 
are doing it to us, for the 
demonstrable truth is very 


God is not a doer and 
God is not a giver, 
God is a sustaining 
Intelligent Energy. 


clear, that man is the cause 
and the cure of all of his ex- 
periences. God cannot move 
through man to help him sus- 
tain a way to greater goodness 
unless man first accepts that 
possibility. God is not a doer 
and God is not a giver, God is 
a sustaining Intelligent Energy 
and all of life teaches us that 
simple truth. We alone are 
choosing what we will permit 
to be sustained in our life. To 
make the changes that we 
desire, we must be willing to 
direct this Intelligent Energy 
to the goodness that is our 
right. But as man begins to 
make that effort, the patterns 
of old do not quickly change. 
I am sure that we will all agree 
that it is indeed quite frequent 
we put the blame outside. 
Have we ever stopped to con- 
sider when we are not happy 
with the government under 
which we live, how many 
times we have blamed the 
(continued page 38) 
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DIVINE HEALING PRAYER 


| accept that the Divine Healing Power 
Is removing all obstructions 

From my mind and body 

And is restoring me to perfect 

Health, wealth and happiness. 

My heart is filled with gratitude 

For the Divine Law of Acceptance 
That is healing both present and absent ones 
Who are in need of help. 

Peace, the power that healeth, 

Is guiding my thoughts, acts and deeds, 
As God and | go hand in hand 

Living a life of joyful abundance. 
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VIEWS OF OUR HEAVENLY HOME 


continued from page 8 

discovered that a solid body 
may be elevated in tempera- 
ture and liquified, even 
etherealized; and, the reverse, 
that the so-called imponder- 
ables can be reduced progres- 
sively down to the fluid state, 
by the persistent application 
of cold. Four thousand one 
hundred and ten pounds of 
atmospheric pressure upon 
hydrogen, as an invisible gas, 
forced it to become a material- 
ized and visible fluid. The cold 
of space was estimated by 
Herschel as two hundred and 
thirty-nine degrees below zero; 
and yet this enormous cold 
would not be adequate to the 
reduction of hydrogen to a 
palpable fluid. 

Thus the freezing cold of 
space would seem to be some- 
thing frightful to contemplate. 
But we do not go out after 
death with these chrono- 
thermal nerves; hydrogen is 
not our after-death envelop- 
ment; the spiritual body is im- 
pressible by nothing less fine, 
than that omnipresent solar- 
influence and _astral-ether 
which we have agreed to name 
the spirit of God! Neither heat 
nor cold, nor the changes of 
time, nor the decomposition 
of countless universes in 
eternity, can disturb the body 
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of the spirit. And the spirit 
itself is susceptible and 
obedient only to the irresist- 
ible principles of progression, 
which are the will-emanations 
of the Centremost Great 
Positive Mind. 

There is another arcanum 
to be made manifest in this 
connection. 

The Summerland within 
the sixth circle, and also the 
next approaching the Centre 
of All, resemble the inhabited 
planets in this general parti- 
cular; they are constituted, 
heated, lighted, beautified, di- 
versified, and clothed upon 
with perfections adequate for 
the presence and sustenance 
of mankind, only upon their 
most external surfaces. In the 
fertile valleys and abroad over 
the expanded fields, Nature 
(the earth, for example) 
develops and entertains her 
human offspring, while she is 
parsimonious and barren upon 
her most majestic mountains, 
and equally so upon the 
elevations and beautiful hills 
which, at a distance, look so 
enchanting to mankind. But in 
her hidden warm places, closer 
to her interior bosom, so to 
say, she welcomes her children 
and feeds them with every 
beautiful and sweet perfection. 
(continued next issue) 


Spiritual Healing 


It is the understanding in 
this philosophy that spiritual 
healing is a balancing within 
oneself. It is the power of 
peace which is the balancer, 
and the attitudes of mind and 
the aspirations of the soul 
which are balanced. When the 
mind entertains a thought, it 
is directing energy, God’s 
energy, which is constantly 
flowing through us. The mind 
directs this energy to whatever 
level it chooses. When we 
entertain thoughts of jealousy, 
envy or greed, we are permit- 
ting our mind to channel this 
Divine energy to a negative 
level within. Energy directed 
to a negative level makes that 
level stronger, causing an im- 
balance within, and the effect 
is often a condition which we 
call ill health. We have the 
choice to redirect this energy 
at any time to levels which are 
much more beneficial to us. 


by Ron Cavender* 


When we catch ourselves 
thinking negative thoughts, we 
can stop in that moment and 
redirect our thoughts to levels 
of gratitude for what we do 
have, consideration for the 
difficulties of others, under- 
standing for mistakes of others 
who are not as fortunate to 
have this understanding and 
who are not yet ready to make 
a change in their lives. This 
type of thinking is more in 
harmony with the soul and, 
therefore, some balance is re- 
stored and we feel better. 
When we feel better, we be- 
come better. This type of 
change in our thinking takes 
much effort, moment by 
moment, because we are not 
yet accustomed to doing it, 
but in time it becomes easier 
and we find ourselves free 
from the many problems, 
illnesses and suffering which 
were so frequent in the past. 
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A GUIDE TO MEDIUMSHIP 


continued from page 20 
clearly follows that that 
other’s mediumship has served 
simply as a means of revealing 
to you what your own blunter 
perceptions failed to discern.’ 
Life After Death Real and 
Human.—tThe fact that the life 
beyond death is one where law 
reigns supreme, and where ig- 
norance and _ wrong-doing 
affect the status of the de- 
parted, holding them in the 
conditions of spiritual dark- 
ness and limiting their liberties 
—while knowledge, purity, and 
loving-kindness are necessary 
to the spirit’s progress and 
wellbeing—is constantly en- 
forced from the other side, 
and Spiritualism has shown us 
the real life beyond the tomb, 
not the stained glass person- 
alities nor the mythical con- 
ditions of the orthodox sec- 
tarian, but the natural and 
human beings who have per- 
sisted. It has banished mis- 
conception and miracle by 
giving us glimpses of the facts 
and the reign of law in the 
spiritual world. The law of 
continuity, of consequences, is 
as inexorable on the spiritual 
as upon the physical plane, 
and that which is written is 
written and cannot be effaced. 
No magic or incantation can 
suddenly transform the dying 
John Jones into the saintly 
soul who is fit for the celestial 
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heights and the companion- 
ship of the wisest angels. 

The revelation of the 
simply human life of the de- 
parted, of the persistence of 
character, of the maintenance 
of individuality — with its 
shortcomings, prejudices, 
limitations, and __ personal 
characteristics, as well as the 
preservation of all the wealth 
of intellect and the treasures 
of soul resulting from life’s 
toil, study, and unfolding— 
this revelation is, to our think- 
ing, the greatest blessing which 
Spiritualism has conferred 
upon humanity. If it did no 
more than awaken within usa 
divine discontent with the 
pettiness of the majority of 
our thoughts, feelings, and 
troubles, it would be of great 
service to the world; and those 
who deplore the trivialities are 
unconsciously condemning the 
small and narrow conditions 
of the daily life of the average 
mortal—because, such as we 
are here so shall we be over 
there until we can grow to 
appreciate the fuller spiritual 
life, to realize our ideals by 
application to the task of 
development, and to recognize 
that beauty comes by use. But 
Spiritualism does _ infinitely 
more than this; it demonstrates 
the ‘going on’ of human beings, 
the preservation of identity, 
and orderly continuance of life. 
(continued next issue) 
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revellers, amongst whom I 
found kindred spirits to those 
who had been my parasites 
and flatterers on earth, and 
amongst whom I had wasted 
my substance and lost my 
soul.” 

‘And now, oh! unhappy 
friend,” I said, “would you 
not even now seek the path of 
repentance that would lead 
you back to brighter lands 
and help you to regain the lost 
inheritance of your manhood 
and your higher self?” 

“Now, alas! it is too late,”’ 
said Raoul. “In hell, and 
surely this is hell, there is no 
longer hope for any.” 

“No hope for any?” I 
answered. “Say not so, my 
friend; those words are heard 
all too often from the lips of 
unhappy souls, for I can 
testify that even in the darkest 
despair there is ever given 
hope. I, too, have known a 
sorrow and a bitterness as 
deep as yours; yet I had ever 
hope, for she whom I loved 
was as the pure angels, and her 
hands were ever stretched out 
to give me love and hope, and 
for her sake I work to give to 
others the hope given to my- 
self. Come, let me lead you 
and I will guide you to that 
better land.”’ 

“And who art thou, oh! 
friend, with the kind words 
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and still kinder deeds to whom 
in truth I might say I owed my 
life; but had I not learned that 
in this place, alas! one cannot 
die—one can suffer to the 
point of death and even all its 
pains, yet death comes not to 
any, for we have passed be- 
yond it, and it would seem 
must live through an eternity 
of suffering? Tell me who you 
are and how you come to be 
here, speaking words of hope 
with such confidence. I might 
fancy you an angel sent down 
to help me, but that you re- 
semble myself too much for 
that.” 

Then I told him my 
history, and how I was work- 
ing myself upwards even as he 
might do, and also spoke of 
the great hope I had always 
before me, that in time I 
should be fit to join my sweet 
love in a land where we should 
be no more parted. 

“And she?’ he said, “‘is 
content, you think, to wait for 
you? She will spend all her life 
lonely on earth that she may 
join you in heaven when you 
shall get there? Bah! mon ami, 
you deceive yourself. It is a 
mirage that you pursue. Unless 
she is either old or very plain, 
no woman will dream of living 
forever alone for your sake. 
She will for a time, I grant 
you, if she is romantic, or if 
no one comes to woo her, but 
(continued page 32) 


Serenity Students 


There is a saying in The 
Living Light Philosophy that 
states, ‘“‘O God, I am grateful 
for all life’s experiences, es- 
pecially the difficult ones, for 
I know that they are in truth 
my greatest blessings.’’ As we 
struggle to free our souls, we 
encounter many so-called ob- 
structions and difficulties. It 
is important to understand 
and remember that great good 
comes from these seeming 
problems, even though our 
minds dictate otherwise. 

Everything happens for a 
reason, therefore, the very 
occurence of an unpleasant ex- 
perience should be enough to 


by Michael Haeberle* 


make us seek it’s cause, and 
once we have done this, to 
take corrective measures. 

We are taught in this 
philosophy that we are des- 
tined to repeat these experi- 
ences if we have not made the 
effort to learn the lessons 
from them and try to correct 
them. There are lessons to be 
learned from all of our experi- 
ences and if we can truly learn 
them, it is worth any degree of 
pain and suffering we may 
have endured. What greater 
blessing can there be than to 
free ourselves from having to 
repeat painful experiences 
time and again. 


*K KKK 


We have been told in 
Serenity that when we have 
money problems to say the 
affirmation, God is the true 
and only source of my supply 
and things are working the 
way they should, therefore, I 
am freed from all self-concern. 

It is when we truly give 
our self-concern to God that 
we can be helped through this 


by Hazel Field* 


lack and limitation level, for 
no one wants to stay in that 
level. We have to do our part 
by repeating the affirmation, 
for the brain will always try to 
deceive us into trusting the 
ways it has already shown us. 
God can only help us when we 
give our problem to Him and 
stop dictating how He is to 
take care of it. 
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unless she is an angel she will 
console herself by and by, be- 
lieve me. If your hopes are no 
more well founded than that I 
shall feel only sorry for you.” 

I confess his words anger- 
ed me somewhat; they echoed 
the doubts that always haunt- 
ed me, and were like a cold 
shower bath upon all the 
warmth of romance with 
which I had buoyed myself 
up. It was partly to satisfy my 
own doubts as well as his that 
I said, with some heat: 

“If I take you to earth and 
we find her mourning only for 
me, thinking only of me, will 
you believe then that I know 
what I speak about and am 
under no delusion? Will you 
admit that your experience of 
life and of women may not 
apply to all, and that there is 
something that even you can 
lear on this as on other 
matters?” 

“My good friend, believe 
me that I ask your pardon 
with all my soul if my unbelief 
has pained you. I admire your 
faith and would I could have 
but a little of it myself. By all 
means let us go and see her.” 

I took his hand, and then 
“willing” intently that we 
should go to my beloved, we 
began to rise and rush through 
space with the speed of 
thought almost, till we found 
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ourselves upon earth and 
standing in a room. I saw her 
guardian spirit watching over 
my beloved, and the dim out- 
line of the room and its furni- 
ture, but my friend Raoul saw 
nothing but the form of my 
darling seated in her chair, and 
looking like some of the saints 
from the brightness of her 
spirit and the pale soft aureole 
of light that surrounded her, 
a spiritual light invisible to 
you of earth but seen by those 
on the spiritual side of life 
around those whose lives are 
good and pure, just as a dark 
mist surrounds those who are 
not good. 

“Mon Dieu!” cried Raoul, 
sinking upon his knees at her 
feet. “It is an angel, a saint 
you have brought me to see, 
not a woman. She is not of 
earth at all.” 

Then I spoke to her by 
name, and she heard my voice 
and her face brightened and 
the sadness vanished from it, 
and she said softly: ‘My 
dearest, are you indeed there? 
I was longing for you to come 
again. I can think and dream 
of nothing but you. Can you 
touch me yet?” She put out 
her hand and for one brief 
moment mine rested in it, but 
even that moment made her 
shiver as thought an icy wind 
had struck her. 

“See, my darling one, I 
(continued page 34) 
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have brought an unhappy 
friend to ask your prayers. 
And I would have him to 
know that there are some 
faithful women on earth — 
some true love to bless us with 
were we but fit to enjoy it.”’ 

She had not heard clearly 
all that I said, but her mind 
caught its sense, and she 
smiled, so radiant a smile, and 
said: ‘Oh! yes, I am ever 
faithful to you, my beloved, as 
you are to me, and some day 
we shall be so very, very 
happy.” 

Then Raoul who was still 
kneeling before her, held out 
his hands and tried to touch 
hers, but the invisible wall 
kept him away as it had done 
me, and he drew back, crying 
out to her: “If your heart is 
so full of love and pity, spare 
some to me who am indeed 
unhappy and need your 
prayers. Pray that I, too, may 
be helped, and [ shall know 
your prayers are heard where 
mine were not worthy to be, 
and I shall hope that even for 
me pardon may _ yet be 
possible.”’ 

My darling heard the 


words of this unhappy man, 
and kneeling down beside her 
chair offered up a little simple 
prayer for help and comfort 
to us all. And Raoul was so ~ 
touched, so softened, that he 
broke down completely, and 
I had to take him by the hand 
and lead him back to the spirit 
land, though not now to a 
region devoid of hope. 

From that time Raoul and 
I worked together for a little 
in the dark land he had now 
ceased to dwell in, and from 
day to day he grew more 
hopeful. By nature he was 
most vivacious and buoyant, a 
true Frenchman, full of airy 
graceful lightness of heart 
which even the awful sur- 
roundings of that gloomy spot 
could not wholly extinguish. 
We became great friends, and 
our work was pleasanter from 
being shared. Our companion- 
ship was, however, not 
destined to last long then, but 
we have since met and worked 
together many times, like 
comrades in different regi- 
ments whom the chances of 
war may bring together or 
separate at any time. 


CHAPTER VIII — TEMPTATION 


I was again called upon to 
go to earth upon a mission of 
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help, and to leave for a time 
my wanderings in the spirit 
(continued page 36) 


Children’s Corner 


When I’m in peace I feel much 
more better because I tell the 
tapes to stop and tape is the 
ego. And tapes are’t the real 
me. They are the little me. 

Michael Field, Age 7 


Consideration is being kind to 
people no matter how old or 
young they are. 

Lisa Toquinto, Age 9 


God helps us. God helps us 
clean up stuff too. God helps 
us in schools so we do good. 

Kristen Johnson, Age 5 


Pride is a lot of things like you 
can feel bad about yourself or 
you can feel good about your- 
self. But if you brag about 
yourself it’s called conseeded. 

Jaye Chillas, Age 13 


When your in the big me your 
in God and when your in the 
little me your in the brain and 
when you are in the big me 
and little me your confused. 

Lisa Toquinto, Age 9 


When I say peace, I feel good. 
I like peace. 
Jessica La Rue, Age 4 


When I’m made I say my 
affirmation and I feel better 
again. 

Desmond Fernandes, Age 8% 


Peace is being calm and not 
running around. When you are 
in a happy mood, you are at 
peace. 

Jon Chillas, Age 11 3/4 


In keeping with Serenity’s policy to encourage expression by all its students, 


this column contains the unedited articles submitted by the children attend- 


ing our children’s philosophy classes.—Editor 
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spheres; and now it was that 
the greatest and most terrible 
temptation of my life came to 
me. In the course of my work 
I was brought across one still 
in the earth body, whose in- 
fluence over my earthly life 
had done more than aught 
else to wreck and spoil it, and 
though I also had not been 
blameless—far indeed from it— 
yet I could not but feel an in- 
tense bitterness and thirst for 
revenge whenever I thought of 
this person and all the wrongs 
that I had suffered — wrongs 
brooded over till at times I 
felt as if my feelings must have 
vent in some wild burst of 
passionate resentment. 

In my wanderings upon 
the earth plane I had learned 
many ways in which a spirit 
can still work mischief to 
those he hates who are yet in 
the flesh. Far more power is 
ours than you would dream 
of, but I feel it is wiser to let 
the veil rest still upon the 
possibilities the world holds 
even after death for the re- 
vengeful spirit. I could detail 
many terrible cases I know of 
as having actually taken place 
— mysterious murders and 
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strange crimes committed, 
none knew why or how, by 
those on earth whose brains 
were so disordered that they 
were not themselves responsi- 
ble for their actions, and were 
but the tools of a possessing 
spirit. These and many kin- 
dred things are known to us in 
the spirit spheres where cir- 
cumstances often wear a very 
different aspect from the one 
shown to you. The old beliefs 
in demoniacal possession were 
not so visionary after all, only 
these demons or devils had 
themselves been once the 
denizens of earth. 

It so happened to me then, 
that when I came once more, 
after long years of absence, 
across this person whom I so 
hated, all my old feelings of 
suffering and anger revived, 
but with tenfold more force 
than is possible in earth life, 
for a spirit has far, far greater 
capabilities of suffering or 
enjoyments, of pleasure or 
pain, love or hate, than one 
whose senses are still veiled 
and deadened by the earthly 
envelope, and thus all the 
senses of a disembodied spirit 
are tenfold more acute. 
(continued next issue) 
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Becoming oA Spiritualist 
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HAPPINESS IN RELIGION 


Continued from last issue— 

Spiritualism has answered 
the question of Job, “If a man 
die, shall he live again?” It has 
brought a definite consolation 
to the world?’? Many have 
asked, ‘“‘What good has it been 
to the world?” This good: the 
proof that life is continuous. 
It has broadened man’s think- 
ing. It has made practical in 
everyday life the miracles of 
Christ. It has brought heaven 
into the hearts of men and not 
placed it a billion miles out in 
God’s world somewhere. It has 
placed men in the position of 
living eternally with God in 
the ever-present eternal now. 
It brings to the world the 
proof of the immortality of 
men’s individual selves and 
teaches that death is a part of 
the ever-present manifestation 
of God’s eternity. 

Spiritualism has brought 
Jesus to the world as a man, 
born under natural conditions, 


a philosopher and lover of 
humanity, a manly man, who 
loved the world. Not because 
God demanded it, but because 
ignorance caused it, did he 
give his life on the cross in 
order that his philosophy 
might continue to manifest 
through the ages. 

We cannot get away from 
God; we cannot get away from 
eternity. Spiritualism brings 
the message that death is a 
mere incident in the manifes- 
tation of the ever-present 
eternal now. Spiritualism, is 
therefore, a religion of happi- 
ness. 

It is not necessary that 
man accept any particular 
creeds or isms. It is not neces- 
sary to pass through any parti- 
cular plan of salvation. The 
only baptism that Spiritualists 
recognize is the baptism of the 
holy spirit of God, the holy 
spirit of love, the holy spirit of 
peace and joy. 
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government for the conditions 
of the country in which we 
live. By so doing, we become 
the instruments to direct this 
Intelligent Energy to negative 
thought forms concerning our 
own government. We want 
changes in that that is around 
us, we must make first the 
effort to change that which is 
within us, for that which is 
around and about us is ever in 
keeping with the level of con- 
sciousness that we insist upon 
expressing. How many philos- 
ophies have taught that life is 
a mirror reflecting back to you 
what you send into it. It is 


Life is dependent upon 
your belief. If you 
do not believe, then you 
do not become. 


because we have yet to make 
the effort to become con- 
sciously aware of our thoughts, 
to become consciously aware 
of our feelings, not spasmatic- 
ally, now and then. Let us 
choose this moment, let us 
choose our right to the good- 
ness of life, and in so choosing, 
be rest assured, my friends, 
the goodness of life will mani- 
fest itself for you, for like 
attracts like and becomes the 
law of attachment. So what- 
ever it is that you are seeking, 
first become it. You must 
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first be aware of it, then be- 
come it by believing it. All of 
life is ever dependent upon 
our belief, but we have not 
used that wonderful faculty to 
its fullness consciously. We 
have heard many times that 
we become what we believe 
because that is true, so when 
you stop to think and you 
look at life and you are not 
happy the way things are, then 
it’s simply a matter of chang- 
ing your belief. And by belief, 
I don’t mean religion; I don’t 
even mean necessarily philoso- 
phy. Life is dependent upon 
your belief. If you do not 
believe, then you do not be- 
come. Then for you, life is 
non-existent. It is like the 
agnostic or the atheist, they 
say they don’t believe, but in 
the very statement they do be- 
lieve for they believe in their 
thought form that they have 
created, and they have a right 
to do so. Does the atheist ex- 
perience the continuity of life 
beyond this earthly experi- 
ence? Oh, they certainly do, 
but they experience ever in 
keeping with their belief. As 
long as man believes that there 
is no existence beyond earth, 
then when he leaves this earth- 
ly realm that belief exists in a 
mental body in which his 
eternal soul is encased. But 
there is one thing about belief; 
belief takes form from created 
(continued page 41) 


The Living Light 


au 


This book contains the fundamentals of THE 
LIVING LIGHT philosophy, a demonstrable spiritual 
psychology based on the wisdom gleaned through 
centuries of experiences by the spirit teacher who 
is known simply as The Old Man. This highly illumined 
soul shares with us his understanding of the universal 
laws of life, which applied, enable us to consciously 
control our everyday living experiences. 


THE LIVING LIGHT book is a compilation of 
discourses originally given to a small spiritual unfold- 
ment class conducted by Richard P. Goodwin. 


ORDER YOUR LIMITED EDITION COPY TODAY! 


$10.50 postpaid (plus 60 cents California State Sales 
Tax, where applicable.) 


SERENITY 
P.O. Box 137 
Forest Knolls, CA 94933 


THE PENETRALIA 


continued from page 18 
which is sufficient to fill to 
overflowing our entire plane- 
tary system—out-measuring the 
vast orbit of Neptune — 
swelling over and expanding 
away into the immense depths 
of space beyond! 

Can you illustrate your idea 
of this planetary magnitude? 

Yes; ‘“‘Alcyone,”’ for illus- 
tration, is a name for one of 
the brightest stars in the 
Pleiades. Around this magnifi- 
cent centre, our entire solar 
fraternity—the Sun, and its 
vast family of planets—travels 
swiftly, noiselessly, ceaseless- 
ly, without a moment’s rest, 
without a moment’s fatigue. 
And yet, like a living, breath- 
ing, harmonial Man, our plane- 
tary organization lays seeming- 
ly destitute of animation, near 
the centre of a wide spread 
bed of interlacing and inhabit- 
ed stars. To the external 
sense he appears to be asleep, 
and dreaming on the couch of 
Infinitude. Notwithstanding 
which (apparent inertia), our 
solar body journeys forward 
at the frightful velocity of 
four hundred thousand miles 


per day; and yet, although its 
speed is so great, it requires 
eighteen millions and two 
hundred thousand years for 
our visible sun and its plane- 
tary dependencies to revolve © 
once round “‘Alcyone!”’ This 
primary is nearly one hundred 
and eighteen millions times 
greater in magnitude than our 
sun; which again, as you well 
know, is many times larger 
than the earth, or any other 
related globe. Some stars are 
yet so distant, that thirty 
millions of years will sink into 
oblivion, and infinite scores of 
human beings will live and die 
out of matter, ere their light 
can reach our globe! And it 
will help your conception to 
remember that light can fly 
two hundred thousand miles 
per second. With this revela- 
tion of Nature before us, 
what shall we think of the 
oriental cosmological ideas—of 
the basis of the old but 
popular theology — Genesis; 
which marketh earth the 
centre of all creations, and the 
earth’s inhabitants the source 
of infinite trouble to Deity! 
(continued next issue) 
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A man who does not see beauty is better blind, 
that he may know God's fullness and wisdom of being kind. 
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substance, and it must be sus- 
tained. In other words, we 
must continue to believe in 
order to experience. We can- 
not experience without  be- 
lief, so we are all believing 
something and the truth is we 
are believing so many different 
things. So the atheist leaves 
the earth realm believing in 
the total annihilation of the 
personality and the being its- 
self, and lives in a mental body 
of that creation. But the day 
comes, rather quickly to 
many, where there is great 
difficulty in sustaining that be- 
lief by directing the Divine 
Energy to it. I assure you, my 
good friends, there are few , if 
any people, who believe in 
total non-existence when they 
find themself alone. The one 
thing that is not considered in 
total annihilation is the gnaw- 
ing suffering of loneliness for 
that is something that is deep 
within all of us when we close 
all doors to life. And because 
we can only create an illusion 
of closing doors, the illusion 


does not last forever and ever. 

Let us then, as we face the 
new year very soon, let us 
take stock of what we really 
believe. Let us view our short 
earth span. Through recall, we 
will see that many of our be- 
liefs have already changed. 
Through making the effort to 
become aware of our present 
situation, we will see that 
many of our present beliefs 
are in process of _ being 
changed. And when we in our 
daily activities communicate 
with people, let us become 
more aware of our own feeli- 
ings because we cannot grant 
to another what we have not 
first granted unto ourself, so 
let us become more aware of 
our thoughts and feelings that 
in so doing we may become an 
instrument of awareness of the 
thoughts and feelings of the 
people with whom we work 
and communicate. Then we 
will know what it’s like. we 
will really know what it’s like 
when our cherished thoughts 
and beliefs are being threat- 
ened. 


ip 


Editor’s Note—The SENTINEL extends its appreciation to the 
many students of the Serenity concept of Spiritualism who con- 
tribute their articles to this magazine, sharing their understanding 
with our readers. Student articles are recognized by an asterisk.* 
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continued from page 11 
opposed but later became a 
writing-medium. 

Amond the well known 
men of that day to become 
interested in Spiritualism was 
Prof. Robert Hare, Professor 
of Chemistry at the University 
of Pennsylvania, who at first 
opposed it. In his own words, 
he says, “I felt called upon as 
an act of duty to my fellow 
creatures to bring whatever 
influence I possessed in the 
attempt to stem the tide of 
popular madness which in de- 
fiance of reason and science 
was fast becoming favorable to 
the gross delusion called Spiri- 
tualism.’’ The opponents of 
Spiritualism now felt sure that 
he would explode this delu- 
sion but the result was just the 
opposite for he became a 
staunch advocate, then they 
said, he was an old man in his 
dotage and could not be relied 
upon. 

He published a very fine 
work entitled ‘Spiritualism 
Scientifically Demonstrated.” 

The movement had gained 
so much momentum that in 
1854 a memorial was present- 
ed to Congress praying that 
they appoint a commission to 
investigate Modern Spiritual- 
ism, this memorial was signed 
by fifteen thousand persons 
including many persons of 
note, such as, Gov. Talmadge 
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of Wisconsin and 
Edmonds of New York. 

The formation of another 
society in New York City was 
known as the Society for the 
Diffusion of Spiritual Know- 
ledge, its members and officers’ 
names read like a page from a 
socity Blue Book. The growth 
of the Movement was so ex- 
traordinary that a speaker at 
the Roman Catholic Congress 
in Baltimore declared there 
were then eleven million Spiri- 
tualists in America, which in- 
dicated the alarm with which 
the theologians were viewing 
the growth of this Cause. 

. D. D. Home began 
giving marvelous demonstra- 
tions of his mediumship while 
many others of note began 
giving public demonstrations. 
. .. During the Civil War there 
was a waning in the interest of 
Modern Spiritualism. The 
foundation of the present 
National Spiritualist Assn. 
was formed in Chicago on 
September 27, 1893. Camp 
Lily Dale was established in 
1879. 

We should not forget the 
participants in these early 
events, those who took active 
part in them shouldered the 
hardships that were involved 
in those troublesome times to 
promote the Truth they so 
loved. 


Judge 


++ humor is the salvation of the soul 


A great many men admit they owe everything to their wives, 
but very few settle up. 
—Barnweil (S.C.) People-Sentinel 


Living Light Philosophy: When man accepts from God he is freed 
from paying creation. 
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SERENITY EVENTS 


BAKE SALE: DECEMBER 10, 1977 — all day 
A bake sale with special holiday theme will be held at the 
Strawberry Town and Country Shopping Center in Strawberry. 


Please plan to attend, and don’t forget to bring your own 
treasured specialities so that others may enjoy them. 


Co 
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The 
Serenity 
Game 


The wonder of inner-space 
is revealed in playing 


The Serenity Game 


Learn the philosophical 
truths of the ages 

by playing the most 
unique, exciting 
entertaining and 
educational card game ever 
designed! Eleven years 

in the making! 


The Serenity Game 


has the very best of bridge, 
poker, canasta 

pinochle and gin rummy. 
The game, which is a way of 
exploring your inner being, 
contains a super deck 

of 500 cards, each printed 
with a different and 

original philosophical saying 
designed to teach, in 

a fun way, the natural 

laws of the universe. 


The Serenity Game 

is in itself a philosophy for 
everyday living! This 
wisdom forms the basis for a 
challenging game which 

may be played as solitaire, in 
partnership or 

competitively in a group. The 
object is to meld or match 
themes by choosing from 
the wide variety of sayings, 
many of which are 

witty. All are profound. 

For example: 


Love is the reflection in 
another of the goodness in 
oneseif. 


No gift is as meaningful or 
appreciated as 

The Serenity Game 

It is ideal for parties, clubs — 
all social gatherings. It is a 
game for all ages and walks of 
life. 


The Serenity Game 
is the astronaut’s pastime in an 
age of space. 


Order your set today! $16.00 postpaid. (California residents add 


6% sales tax.) 
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